
      

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOT 
D NI D At.;GAARD, Go ERNOR 

January 31 , 2014 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
US Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20201 

Dear Secretary Sebelius, 

VIA EMAIL: lynda.gyles@hhs.gov 

In August of 2012, I know you had the opportunity to visit South Dakota, and I'm 
guessing the beauty and vastness of our state reminded you of your home in Kansas. 

South Dakota and Kansas have much in common, not just in geography, but in the 
Midwestern values that we share. Our citizens believe in an honest day's pay for an 
honest day's work. We are an independent lot who believe in self-reliance, 
perseverance, and determination . Our values and beliefs come from the homesteaders 
who settled the prairie and from the Natives they met when they arrived. We really do 
believe in the words that were so often articulated by our native South Dakotan, Senator 
Tom Daschte - that we give people wa hand-up, not a hand-out." 

South Dakotans are also some of the most compassionate and generous people you 
will ever meet. For years, we have ranked near the top in charitable giving and in 
volunteerism. When the worst flood in a hundred years hit our state in 2011 with very 
little notice, South Dakotans by the thousands volunteered, and in only a week, we built 
emergency levees to save low-lying communities and moved hundreds of people out of 
their homes. When a terrible bl izzard hit western South Dakota this fall and killed 
thousands of cattJe, South Oakotans ra ised $4 million dollars for devastated ranch 
families. 

I share all this with you to put into context the request I am making on behalf of my 
office and the leadership of the South Dakota State Legislature. As you are aware, the 
state of South Dakota to date has not chosen to expand Medicaid under the Affordable 
Care Act. tn keeping with our values, we believe those individuals between 100 percent 
and 138 percent of tne federal poverty level who can purchase insurance through the 
Federally Facilitated Marketplace should. However, we are very interested in providing 
Medicaid to individuals below 100 percent of the poverty level who are working or who 
have become unemployed in the past 12 months. We believe that by providing 
Medicaid to these South Dakotans we will meet the needs of the majority of our citizens 
and abide by South Dakota's values. I believe there would be bipartisan support in our 
legislature for taking th is step. 
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Our request to you is that you please consider allowing South Dakota to apply for an 
1115 Waiver to cover these individuals through Medicaid utilizing the enhanced match 
rate through Medicaid expansion. If you approve this request. I will direct our state 
Medicaid agency to immediately begin the application process. 

I would greatly appreciate an early response to our request because South Dakota's 
legislative session ends March 14, 2014, and we would need legislative approval for 
increased funding in order to implement this waiver. Thank you in advance for your 
positive consideration. 

I would be happy to visit with you to answer any questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 

/},,_:. D7-/ 
Dennis Daugaard 

DD:nn 
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